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FICTION AND FACT — 


. Pierre tells how to ge 


at 


BOSTON (Pl) —- Former 
presidential press secretary 
Pierre Salinger said a Seattle 
businessman accidentally got 
into a meeting of the National 
Security Council in 1861 and 
received a. top-secret briefing 
on the Berlin crisis, 

Both the names and the situ- 
ation have been changed in 
Mr. Salinger’s novel, ‘On In- 
structions of My Govern- 
ment,” which the formers 
press secretary discussed yes- 
terday at the convention of the 
American Book Sellers’ Asso- 
ciation. 


- But Mr, Salinger said the 


basis of the incident was true. 


‘DON’T WORRY?’ 

The -unidentified business- 
man belonged to the Air Force 
national] security advisory 
council, a private organiza- 
tion, and had come to Wash- 
ington to lobby for more 
acrospace money. , 


Wie arrived late and called ; 


the secretary of the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen, Curtis Lemay. 


“He asked her where the 
_meeting was and she said the 
White House,” Mr. Salinger 
said, “Apparently she heard 


ity He ee ein 
eret bricring 


only National Security Coun- 
cil. - 


- “The man said, ‘VIL never, 


be able to get in there,’ and 
she answered, 


jist.’ ” 


Mr, Salinger said the busi-. 
_nessman was met by presiden- | 


tial aides and security officers 
and he got into the meeting 
‘Gust as the lights went out 
and they started to project top 


secret slides and information 


on the Berlin crisis.” 
‘PRETTY TOUGH’ 
The man realized he was in 


the wrong meeting when he 
saw Gen. Lemay, President 


Kennedy, the head of the CIA | 
and the Secretary of State, 


Mr. Salinger said. 


In fact, Mr. Kennedy walked 


by him at the end of the brief- 
ing, patted him on the knee 


and said: “Things are pretty 


tough today.” 

The man was discovered 
shortly after the President 
Jeft. Officials solved the secu- 


rity breach, Mr. Salinger said, - 


by requiring the man, a re- 
tired Air Force colonel, to 
phone the officials every 15 
minutes while he was in 
Washington. ee? ok 


‘don’t worry. | 
Vl] get your name on the 
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